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Legal Week has created its fourth annual Litigation Forum with an
elite delegation of private practice lawyers, in-house counsel, the
Bar and the judiciary in mind. The varied programme will provide
plenty of opportunities for top-tier practitioners to share their
knowledge in an interactive setting.
The Legal Week Litigation Forum is unique in providing an overall
picture of the way the practice of dispute resolution is changing. By
covering timely issues such as the effect of the credit crunch and
the evolution of case management in the wake of the Aikens report
we ensure that the programme is tailored to address the most

pressing concerns of the litigator.
The forum will provide a stage for the discussions of controversial
topics such as:

the future of group actions

outside investment in law rms

third party funding

conditional fee structures

inequality in legal privilege
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Legal Week is delighted to welcome our chair, The Right Honourable
Lord Falconer and is also grati ed to present The Right Honourable
Lord Goldsmith QC as the keynote speaker. The commitment of our
speakers, as well as the distinguished conference advisory board,
enabled us to create a rst-class forum this year.

We look forward to you joining us for the Legal Week Litigation
Forum 2008. We are con dent you will nd the conference
stimulating and informative and come away with fresh ideas and
practical solutions for managing litigation.
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Meredith Maspero, The Right Honourable
conference editor, Lord Falconer
Legal Week conference chairman

One Whitehall Place, London
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Registration and coffee
Opening remarks from chairman: The Right Honourable Lord Falconer

09:15 Keynote: What is driving claims: economic turns or corporate trends?
The keynote speech will identify the driving forces behind litigation in 2008 and explore the impact of current and future economic trends on claims.
The Right Honourable Lord Goldsmith QC, PC

09:45 Panel discussion: Coping with the credit crunch
Speculation on whether credit crunch issues will prove to ignite litigation is rife. What impact has the subprime mortgage collapse and Northern Rock had on the investment
community? This session will examine the effects of such cases on litigation. Speakers will share their experiences from the US and UK and examine how best to navigate
the complexities of litigating in the wake of the US recession.
Thomas Dubbs, partner, Labaton Sucharow
Terri Duhon, managing partner, B&B Structured Finance
Edward Sparrow, partner, Ashurst

10:30 Morning coffee

11:00 Interactive focus groups:
A: Client-driven ADR B: Streamlined litigation: assuring ef ciency through applied C: Competition and cartels

technology

Clients increasingly encourage utilising alternative ~ The cost and complexity of litigation cases can be Achieving a balance between encouraging consumers
dispute resolution (ADR) to mitigate litigation managed from the outset through effective application and businesses to contest anticompetitive behaviour and
costs. However, anecdotal evidence shows that of practice-speci ¢ technology against every stage of promoting an unhealthy litigation culture is a serious
it is in danger of becoming a procedural process  the case. This session will provide insight by comparing  challenge. This session will analyse examples of private
rather than a direct means to settlement. This US and UK methods of mitigating the repercussions of actions in the commercial court. It will also explore the
session will provide examples of how to overcome  disclosure and ensuring optimum ef ciency in the courts. impact that regulators and consumers can have on litigation
this challenge by integrating forms of ADR in line  The discussion should provide examples of cases where  using the landmark bank charges case and explore the
with client expectations. The session will also give technology has helped litigation as seen from the clients  consequences of Unfair Terms regulations on nancial
insight into ADR use in other jurisdictions. and the law rms perspective. services litigation.
Kathy Bryan, president & CEO, Con ict Prevention  Jonathon Maas, head of litigation technology, DLA Piper  Philip Haberman, partner, Ernst & Young
& Resolution George Rudoy, director global practice technology & Philip Vaughan, partner, Simmons & Simmons
Stephen Pearson, head of group litigation, Royal information services, Shearman & Sterling
Bank of Scotland
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12:00 Panel discussion: Reforming case management: examining the working party s verdict on long trials

Years on from the Woolf reforms the commercial court pilot scheme recognises the necessity to revisit case management issues. This session will allow experts involved in
the Aikens report to give their take on how to minimise the length and cost of complex litigation. The panellists will illustrate how the reforms may be put into practice and
the effects on litigators.
Anthony Boswood QC, Fountain Court
Simon Davis, partner, Clifford Chance
Ali Malek QC, 3 Verulam Buildings

12:45 Panel discussion: Clients and fees: the controversy of conditional fees
This session will provide examples of ways to unite clients expectations of value with law rms tendency to adhere to traditional fee structures. The panel will assess the
role of conditional fee agreements (CFAs) and success fees in client relationships and explore the future of such agreements in commercial litigation.
Lisa Cameron, general counsel, Ernst & Young
Graham Huntley, partner, Lovells
Stephen Pearson, head of group litigation, Royal Bank of Scotland

13:30 Lunch

14:30 Interactive focus groups:

A: Training and retaining your litigation teams B: Equality in legal privilege C: Legal Services Act: investment-led opportunities and
structural shake-ups

How do you motivate and train litigators to This session will address the inequality in professional Given the advancements allowed by the Legal Services Act
deal con dently with clients and enhance privilege between in-house lawyers and private practice it is still unclear how the practice of law may be affected
relationships? How can you assist litigators in and explore how the Akzo Nobel case could have a by outside investment and management. Will new business
developing the skills they need in court? This far reaching impact on securing con dentiality in all models really improve access to justice? This session will
session will also discuss cost-effective solutions communications. examine t_he effects of commodltls_lng certain legal services
to minimising associate turnover and explore how  Charles Hollander QC, Brick Court Chambers and identify the advantages and disadvantages for both in-
private practice and in-house teams can leverage house and private practice.
skills from one another. Sonya Leydecker, head of dispute resolution, Herbert Smith
Lisa Cameron, general counsel, Ernst & Young Peter Williamson, chair, Solicitors Regulation Authority
Jonathan Cotton, partner, Slaughter & May

15:30 Afternoon coffee
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16:00 Panel discussion: Examining the impact of 3rd party litigation funding
The UK legal market has proven it can sustain numerous third-party litigation funders and brokers. The growing ubiquity of the model as a way to support commercial
disputes means that questions of regulation have arisen. The panel will explore the impact of the growth of the litigation funding sector on the legal market, speci cally on
the future of group litigation.
Susan Dunn, Harbour Litigation Funding
Sam Eastwood, partner, Norton Rose
Anthony Maton, partner, Cohen, Milstein, Hausfeld & Toll
Mick Smith, partner, Calunius Capital
Tim Strong, partner, Barlow Lyde & Gilbert

16:45 Panel discussion: London as the centre of dispute resolution
Eighty percent of Commercial Court cases involve a foreign claimant or defendant. It is essential for the future of litigation that England and Wales continue to be considered
the jurisdiction of choice by the global market. The session will highlight ways to prevent cost and complexity in litigation procedures from diluting the attraction of London
as the centre for dispute resolution.
Timothy Dutton QC, chairman of the Bar
David Greene, partner, Edwin Coe
Des Hudson, chief executive, The Law Society
Philip Marshall QC, Serle Court

17:30 Closing remarks: The Right Honourable Lord Falconer

17: Drinks and canap@s reception

Attending this event will enable you to: Who should attend
= Learn from a bespoke programme borne out of in-depth industry research = Litigation Partners

- Join focused debates, informed by leading experts *QCs
» Meet your peers and forge new alliances = Barristers

= Gain 6% CPD points = Judges _
 Professional Support Lawyers
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